12

ACULy NATIONAL

COLORADO ;%Jg?l AGRICULTURAL
== STATISTICS

SPECIAL PRESS RELEASE c&- SERVICE

USDA NASS Colorado Field Office

P.O. Box 150969

Lakewood, CO 80215

Phone(303)236-23D

Released: July 10, 2009

CROP PRODUCTION - JULY 2009

COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Winter wheat production in Colorado is now forecast at 88.8iaoril bushels according to the Colorado Field Offide
the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDAhis is up 10 percent from the June 1 forecagdt&percent above
last year's production. Growers expect to har@eétmillion acres this year, up 500,000 acres f2/88. The state’s
average vyield is forecast at 37.0 bushels per &ebushels per acre above the previous year #ntdushel per acre
above the June forecast. Excellent growing camlitiduring June boosted yield potential in mostvgrg areasBarley
production is initially forecast at 9.36 million $hels, up 8 percent from the 2008 crop. Acreageelsted is expected to
total 78,000 acres, up from 72,000 harvested leat gnd yield is forecasted at 120.0 bushels per aochanged from
last year. Fall potato growers in the San Luis Valley planted 56,000 sithés year, down 2 percent from last year. Area
for harvest is expected to total 55,800 acres whdich,100 acres less than 2008. The first 2009pfatato production
forecast will be released November 10, 20@@mmer potato production is expected to reach 1.44 million cart 2009
down 5 percent from the 2008 crop. Growers expebiarvest 3,800 acres this year, down 7 percent the previous
year. Average yield is initially forecast at 380tqer acre, 10 cwt above last year’s yield. Cadiar's 2009each crop
is initially forecast at 13,000 tons, down 1,00@gdrom last year. Spring freeze damage was agedagending on
location and available freeze protection devickggation water supplies on the Western Slope Haaen adequate this
year.

UNITED STATESHIGHLIGHTS

Winter wheat production is forecast at 1.52 billion bushels,2upercent from the June 1 forecast but down 18epérc
from 2008. Based on July 1 conditions, the U.Sldyie forecast at 43.8 bushels per acre, down Qshd& from last
month and 3.4 bushels below last year. Expecteid graa totals 34.8 million acres, down 12 perdemr last year but
unchanged from thAcreage report released on June 30, 2009. Harvest in thedjBr producing States was 40 percent
complete by June 28. This was 4 percentage pdneigdof last year but 6 points behind the 5-yearamge.

Other spring wheat production is forecast at 506 million bushels, Tcpat below 2008. The U.S. yield is forecast at
38.3 bushels per acre, up 2.2 bushels from lagt yeaa harvested for grain is expected to totaP 18illion acres,
unchanged from tha&creage report released on June 30, 2009 but down 2 peficentlast year.

Oats production is forecast at 91.3 million bushels, &cent above last year’s record low 88.6 milliorsioels. If
realized, this will be the third lowest production record. Based on conditions as of July 1, te&lyis forecast at 64.0
bushels per acre, up 0.5 bushel from 2008. Groexpect to harvest 1.43 million acres for grain @eds up 2 percent
from last year. If realized, this will be the sed@mallest harvested area on record.

Barley production for 2009 is forecast at 203 million bhels, down 15 percent from 2008. Based on conditamof July
1, the average yield for the United States is fase@t 64.7 bushels per acre, up 1.1 bushels frgman ago. Area
harvested for grain or seed, at 3.14 million acieslown 17 percent from 2008. Record setting giedte expected in
Arizona, Utah, and Wyoming, while a record tyingldiis expected in Idaho.

The U.S.peach production forecast is 1.07 million tons, downeésqent from both the 2008 and 2007 crop. Elevahef
23 Freestone peach estimating States expect irsreagproduction from last year, while nine Stadesreased their
production from the previous season, and threeeSttowed no change. Freestone production, at4aBig@s, is down
11 percent from last season. The California Climgs crop is forecast at 440,000 tons, unchangad the June 1
forecast but 3 percent above the 2008 crop. Thiseses bloom was reported as good to very goodl grewing areas.

Freezing temperatures in early March resulted ighslfrost damage in some areas. However, earlycMaainstorms
gave way to good weather for pruning, spraying, &eé planting. By the end of April, the fruit wasarting to

differentiate in size. Harvest began on June 18¢lwtvas the same starting date as last year. Hfitofhia Freestone
crop is forecast at 350,000 tons, down 5 percam fihe June 1 forecast and 19 percent below th8 2@fp. Freezing
temperatures in early March, along with decreassatibg acres, has resulted in a lower productioactst. Harvest
continued during June with Brittney Lane, Crimsadl, Spring Flame, Earlirich, Sierra Snow, andyverincess being
the major varieties.
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Potato growers across the United States planted an dstiimia06 million acres of potatoes in all four sessof the 2009
crop year, up slightly from the previous year. Afeaharvest, forecasted at 1.05 million acresls® up slightly from
2008. Fall potatoes area planted to fall potatoes in 2009 is estimate@32,900 acres, up slightly from the 2008 crop
year. Harvested area is forecast at 922,700 aalss,up slightly from 2008. Idaho growers incezhglanted area 5
percent from last year but these are the lowestsaplanted since 1986. As of July 5, crop conditisrere rated 95
percent good to excellent. Washington produceratpth6 percent fewer acres than a year ago. Caal,canditions
delayed planting throughout the State. Signifigadanting did not begin until early-April but highrhperatures late in the
month enabled progress to advance quickly. By Néag; virtually the entire crop was in the groun@regon growers
increased planted area 2 percent from last year ciidp got off to a good start without any widesprdelays to planting.
In Colorado, planted area dropped 2 percent framptievious year as growers continued to voluntéintyt acreage for
water conservation and supply management. Plafitirglped slightly ahead of schedule and the crop ka#ed in mostly
good condition. Fall potato planted area remaimechanged from last year in California, Maine, Qltennsylvania,
Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. Potato growing ane&daine received frequent and intense rain evamisigl June after a
cool, dry planting season. Northern areas of ArmastCounty did not receive as much rain as soutlmrations and
excellent crop conditions were reported. Furthetlsoconditions ranged from fair to good, dependingnoisture levels.
Michigan’s planted area increased 5 percent fro@82Plants were in good to excellent condition db¢ting from above
normal rainfall this season. Planted area alseas®zd in Nebraska, Massachusetts, Montana, Nesaddew Mexico.
Growers in North Dakota planted 2 percent feweesithan last year. Planting began later than noamdlremained
behind average throughout the planting season.fAlsime 28, crop condition was rated 63 percent gooelxcellent.
Planted area also decreased from last year in Naw &hd Minnesota.

Production ofsummer potatoes is forecast at 14.5 million cwt, up 6 percent fra@08. Harvested area is estimated at
42,500 acres, 5 percent below last year. Averagéd yis forecast at 341 cwt per acre, up 11 peréemh 2008.
Production is expected to be up in California, Delee, Maryland, Missouri, and Virginia. The largesirease was noted
in Missouri, where yields were expected to retwwnnbrmal levels after last year's rainy weather clhhegatively
impacted the crop. In Virginia, timely spring raiaad hot temperatures during June allowed for ggreavth. Crop
condition was rated as good to excellent. Staie=chsting a decrease in production are Colordidwmis, New Jersey,
and Texas. Texas growers expected the largest adecri@ summer potato production, due to the lamgirge in
harvested area. Fewer acres were planted in 2089%aldrought conditions. In Colorado, the crop wasgressing
slightly behind schedule. Moderate temperaturesfi@gient afternoon thunderstorms have delayed a@eoplopment.



